
 

How to Protect and Maintain Garage Opener Remotes  

The accessories of the garage door opener require equally effective care. This is particularly 

applicable to the clickers that are at the highest risk of loss and theft while being constantly 

exposed to damaging factors. Find out how to keep these convenient accessories safe and how to 

maintain them in good condition.   

Protection from Theft, Loss and Damage  

Keep the clicker on a keychain with you at all times - You should place the garage door remote 

on a keychain as soon as you get it. You can keep it together with the rest of your keys or 

separately. The most important thing of all is not to leave it in your car under any circumstances 

but rather carry it in your bag or briefcase with you no matter where you go. In the beginning, 

you may have to remind yourself about this constantly, but eventually it will turn into a habit. 

These safety measures are important for protecting your house from thieves and vandals.  

At home, keep the remote away from sunlight, moisture and the kids - Actually, the last part is 

the most important one of all. You should store the garage opener remote at a sufficiently high 

distance above the ground so young children cannot reach it and get hurt by playing with the 

door. You need to keep the accessory in a cool and dry place. The mudroom may be the better 

option compared to the kitchen. It is important for the device to be protected from the UV rays of 

the sun as they have a great damaging impact on plastic. If the room gets plenty of sunlight, you 

should keep it in a closed box.   

Cleaning and Battery Replacement  

Establish a precise cleaning schedule - It is best to clean the devices as often as overall garage 

door maintenance is provided. For most doors, the optimal maintenance frequency is twice a 

year. Still, since the remote controls are constantly used and can get dirty much more quickly, 

you may want to clean them more often or whenever the need arises.  

Remove dirt from the casing, buttons, and the infrared unit cover - Wipe the plastic casing and 

the buttons with a little bit of alcohol or vinegar. Use a small microfiber cloth for best results. If 

there is any dirt stuck around the buttons, remove it with a thin dull needle, toothpick or a similar 



type of tool. Use a small dry cloth to remove dust from the plastic cover on the infrared unit. It 

should be perfectly clean.  

Clean the battery compartment thoroughly - For this, you will need one or to cotton swabs 

dipped in a little bit of alcohol. Remove the batteries of the garage door clicker and clean the 

battery contacts first. Moreover, apply extra alcohol for removing any rust. Once you wipe the 

battery contacts clean, use the swabs to remove any dirt from the walls of the compartment. 

When you are done, place the batteries back in place.  

Replace the batteries after confirming that they have drained out - If the opener starts when you 

push the wall mounted button, but does not work when you use the clicker, then it is time to 

replace the batteries. You must never mix all batteries with new ones. Check what types of 

batteries you need and provide replacement timely. In general, it is best to keep a spare pair at 

your house at all times. If necessary, you must reprogram the remote as per the instructions 

provided in the owner's manual. It is a good idea to change the code as well unless you have a 

device with rolling code technology.  

Take good care of your clicker to extend its useful life.  
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